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May 1, 1996 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
SESSER RESIDENT HONORED BY PHI BETA KAPPA 
CHARLESTON -- Jeff Cherry, son of George and Rebecca Cherry of 
Sesser, received honorable mention in The Phi Beta Kappa Alumni 
Association of East Central Illinois Scholar Award competition. 
Cherry and the other 1996 Phi Beta Kappa Young Scholar award 
winners, honorable mention recipients and their parents and mentors 
were honored at the ninth annual spring banquet of The Phi Beta 
Kappa Alumni Association of East Central Illinois on April 13 at 
Eastern Illinois University. Guest speaker was EIU journalism 
Professor James Tidwell, who spoke on "Is Civility More Important 
Than Free Speech?" 
Frank McCormick, EIU professor of English and president of The 
Phi Beta Kappa Association of East Central Illinois, said the 
purpose of the association's annual spring banquet is to identify 
and honor some of the most academically talented juniors in east 
central Illinois. 
"Each year for the past nine years, our association has 
encouraged the principals of 200 area high schools to nominate one 
or two of their most academically distinguished juniors for our 
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award," McCormick said. 
The winners were selected on the basis of essays submitted by 
the nominees. The culminating event of the association's April 13 
banquet was the awarding of cash prizes, books and certificates to 
this year's Young Scholar award winners. 
Cherry, who wrote about how mathematics and science have 
affected the way he looks at the world, is a junior at Sesser-
Valier High School. 
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McCormick awards Honorabi'~-Mentronrin East Central 
Illinois PBK Association's 1996 Phi Beta Kappa 
Young Scholar Award competition) to JEFF CHERBY 
(Sesser-Valier H.S.; Sesser, IL) 
